
ODOT Adopt a Highway Litter Pickup 
The Crooked River Highway, State Highway 27 

 
Central Oregon Flyfishers became part of the Oregon Department of Transportation’s Adopt-a-Highway 
program in 2016 adopting the Crooked River Highway from milepost 12 (landmark - Crooked Wild and 
Scenic River BLM sign) to milepost 19 (landmark - Big Bend Campground).  COF has picked up litter for 
these 7 miles from the river to the highway for as long as any club member can remember. 
 
In the past we had no safety signs, no safety vests, provided the litter bags, furnished a utility trailer, and 
hauled the trash to the landfill where COF paid for disposal.  Becoming part of the ODOT program makes 
our task safer and easier. 
 
ODOT provides: 

• “Litter Crew Ahead” signs 
• Reflective vests 
• Safety information 
• Litter bags 
• Litter “pickers” 
• Pin flags to mark large items or hazardous waste 
• We leave the bags on the road shoulder and ODOT picks them up 
• ODOT places a sign at each end of the adopted highway acknowledging COF 

 
 

 
 
 
Prior to the outing pick up the signs and supplies at the ODOT Region Office located at 63055 N. Hwy in 
Bend.  Sign out supplies at the main office, building K.  Office hours are Monday –Thursday, 8 am to 5pm, 
Friday, 8 am to Noon.  It is best to pick up supplies before Friday. 
 
Unused supplies and signs must be returned to ODOT within one week following the cleanup.  Report the 
location of any hazardous materials to ODOT as soon as possible. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A-31 



Under the Adopt a Highway program: 
• Litter will be picked up twice/year 
• Volunteers should be 16 year of age or older 
• Volunteers review ODOT safety procedures and sign an ODOT liability release 

 
Spring Outing 
We schedule this for a Saturday, often in April, gathering at Big Bend Campground at 9 am to assign 
volunteers to segments.  The club provides a barbeque lunch of hamburgers and hotdogs, chips and soda, 
and river conditions permitting we fish in the afternoon. 
 
In the spring we will pick up all the litter from the river to the highway, including both sides of the highway, 
and including the BLM campgrounds.  There are 5 segments (see map): 
 A BLM wild and scenic sign at milepost 12 to Stillwater 
 B Stillwater to Upper Lone Pine 
 C Upper Lone Pine to Chimney Rock 
 D Chimney Rock to Poison Butte 
 E Poison Butte area upstream to the dam and including Big Bend Campground 
 
Prior to beginning the coordinator will conduct a safety briefing covering ODOT’s safety procedures and all 
volunteers will sign the liability release.  Volunteers under 16 are not permitted on the highway.  Assign 
COF youth to areas between the highway and the river. 
 
Fall Outing 
Our agreement with ODOT requires two litter pickups/year.  In the fall we will pick up litter only along the 
highway. 
 
This cleanup can be accomplished with a smaller volunteer crew than in the spring.  Ten volunteers is a 
good number with two persons per segment for safety.  Walk one side of the road of your segment, cross 
the road, and walk back to your vehicle.  Remind volunteers to bring lunch in the fall. 
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The following safety topics were pulled from ODOT’s Adopt a Highway Safety Guidelines brochure.  The 
coordinator will cover these topics prior each litter cleanup.  This is in lieu of watching the ODOT safety 
DVD. 
 

Safety Briefing 
Adopt A Highway 

 
The Crooked River Highway may not be busy but there is traffic.  Not everyone on the highway is looking for 
a fishing spot.  Some traffic can be large with trucks pulling horse trailers or fast with motorbikes seeing how 
fast they can take the corners.  The road is narrow and curvy.  Shoulders do not exist in places.  Keep 
yourself safe and watch out for your COF partners. 
 
Safety Signs 
A “Litter Crew Ahead” sign has been placed here at milepost 19 near the Big Bend Campground and 
another sign 7 miles downstream at milepost 12. 
Drivers are probably looking at the scenery instead of looking for you so you need to look out for yourself. 
 
Be aware of traffic 
Pick your spots and cross the road quickly.  Use your ears for approaching traffic and make sure they see 
you.  Do not wear headphones. 
 
Safety Vests 
There may not be enough reflective vests for everyone.  Only people with vests should work along the 
highway.  Those people without vests should work between the highway and the river. 
 
Trash bags 
Securely close filled trash bags and place them on the shoulder of the highway far enough off the road so 
they don’t get struck by traffic.  The same goes for big stuff such as tires.  If you can move the item place it 
on the shoulder in a safe place.  If you can’t move it flag it and let the coordinator know the location. 
 
Special Hazards 
Wear gloves at all times. 
Watch for snakes-pay attention to where you place your hands and feet. 
 
Flag potentially dangerous items 
Use pin flags to mark the stuff you shouldn’t or don’t want to pick up; hypodermic needles, broken glass and 
sharp items.  Also mark items that are suspected to be a hazardous chemical or material, propane tanks or 
similar tanks (methamphetamine labs), dead animals, or items too heavy to move. 
 
Park your vehicles in a safe place off the pavement and use good judgement 
 
Keep track of each other - Don’t leave part of your group behind when you finish. 
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